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CARMO-
MA. Cavite - The mu-
nicipal  government
here mplemented an
anking . appointment

P 10.00

Carmona adopts online
appointment system
for municipal services

system for [ts services
starting May 18 as the
wwn allows offices
and select industries

Turn to page 2

CAVITEx enhancement,
CALAX construction resume

MPT South Corp. Emerging Infectivus
said ity two main ex- Diseases (IATE-EID)
pressway companies, MPT South Corp.
Cavitex Infrastrocture President and General

Bontia said last May 20, munity

quarantine ready at 35% into com-  ROW

(right-of-way)

He added: *We are {ECQ) with the CAVI- pletion, and CALAX with siteworks already
picking up where we TEx Rl Second Phase subsectwom 5. The con- st 57%

lefi off before the starl of the enkancements tinostion from Santa

Private constric-

Corp. (CIC) and MP- Manager Roberto V. of the enhanced com. or the bridge works al- Rosa to Silang is at 96%

CALA Holdings Carp.,
ate tesuming work on
the enhancement proj-
ect being undertaken
on the Manila-Cavite
Expresswny (CAVE
TEx) snd the con-
struction of the Sants
Rosa-Silang section of
the Cavite-Laguna Ex-
pressway (CALAX])
"Yes, we s e
suming work following
Department of Public
Works and Highways
(DEWH) guidelines as

ijrmrdh'rﬂielntﬁi

Turn io page 1

Agency Task Force for F Authorities bested lait May 12 & warehouse bonrding unreglstered pills with o Chinese lnbel, which nellers elalm ean cure the
the Management of | mew coronavirns disesse (COVID-19), in Bacoor City, Cavite, —CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Cops bust Bacoor |

warehouse with
unregistered
Chinese pills

Authorities
swooped down laat
May 22 on a warchouse
leased by Chinese na-
tionals in Bacoor City,
Cavite and discovered
thousands of bealth
copsules belng touted
s remedy 1o the new
coronovirus  discase
{COVID-19)

Police  arrested

two Chinese nation-
sls, adentified as Zhix-
ing Chen and Lingjie
“Kia™ Thao, for sell-
ing of supposedly
virus remedy called
“Lianhus Qingwen [i-
acnang,’

Police were still
looking for another
mospect identified =8

Tarn to page 1

o

Tood. E iHvse

Other Servi _FES W
F L] Hrlmn-"n“'“‘
Al ] AN,
A py HOGERT emor BAYAD
JARO e QT
Paﬂr;»rf-'-' £ Smart E-Load ..-:T'a*m! CENTER

| s poan) 4712661 (1001 T-502- 7215 =Dja

Contact Us: W

AN e, COM Wil |QIOR SR NEMG Coam




Perlas ng Silangan Balita

Perlas n

Philapnag undsr
(04} 4834575

Siaka
1 month
Ir=cnthg -
Granlhe -
Cna year -

Legal -

+ T85N: 2651-8226

NESTOR 5. BARCO
Fublisker.Editer

ELISA B. BARCD
dales, Marketing & Advernising Divector

Furies ng Sllangan Ballia ls pubishey wiankly g ebouilsied
In the peawinga of Gavle ard BroughoLl fe Priippleas. iL
has it edlonal and bysinagy ofots nt Blsck 40 Lot 12 Gecd
Farmily Hemas Sibd fdsian, Ansti fab, Cliy of Imus. Gavils.
It £ registend wih U Dimpartmect of Trads and incuglry.
Canificaln Ne. 04284747 Qur land g 1
calphong |s 0427-TRR0547 and a-mal
raslarsbaveoynhoo.com.ph

<P ana0

Advarieing Faln;
Commonelpl- B30T pal, g

MEMBER:

Publizhers Association of the i’hﬂjppines,luc

Wiaws and oplnkeos akpressad by the wilors an

£
ITA

'E)
BAL

Rt
000

250,00
4p0.00

100007 &5l em,

thalr svn and da Bl mfiect thary of publisharand tho

idliorial safl, Yo respact thalr snd sy hady's dghd fs

Mﬂ}" 15'3 11 2“2'

Recession-hit Japan’s exports,
imports fall due to pandemic

TOEYD — TReces-
sion-hit Japan's exports
plunged n:.-;rl}' 2%
in Apcil, the countrys
worst -drop in more
than g decade as the
coronavirug pandemic
slammed  global  de-
miand

The Finonce Min-
istry aleo said last May
21 that imports fell 7%,

The drop in ex
parts is the worst since
the 2008 financial eriss,
o5 expart-dependent Ja-
pan struggles to juggle
the health risks of CO-

Bing.
mfikegmany athier  from 6.6 teillion yen.
nations, Japan has asked
people to work from
home and maintain so-
cinl distance to gtop the
virug from spreading,
The povernment inl-
tiative was ensed thls the outbrenk began.
manth In regians with
few or no new infec-

tiong, thouggh it remning  machinery chemicals
in place for Tokye and  and tectiles.
some nther arsas, lmports  edged

Far dAprll, exports
fataled 5.2 trillion yen
1$48 billien), down from

produets, food  such

trillion yen (357 Bilkian)

Exports [fell mast
dramatically ta the U5,
India, Australia, South
America, Rugsia, Iran
and Iraly, Exports also
declined to China, where

By sector, cxporis
were ower in vehicles,

down in iron and steel

us fsh and cereal, aid

coniraction (hyr beg,
in the last quarpie; of Ly,
year detpened | lhe
January-Marely quar,
ter. Amalysts sy Wargy
miay be ahead, giye, lhe
economic paip op the
pandemic thay | Pro.
lanped,

Tourism angd brag
had dwindled, Restay,
manls are closed gr o,
sorting to fakeoity, g
those hal stay open 5y,
seeingf:wr_r-:ustunm.

Even  before, g,

worlds third.h,m

neaely 6.7 trillion yen

Frnedaom of axpression.

(CAVITEX... from page 1)

Hon projects bave besn
allowed to resume un-
der the modified en-
hanced  community
qoarantine bul work-
érs must be hoosed
and fed ongite and oh-
servie pliysical distane-
ing rubes, among other
requirements for oon-
struction work during
the pandemic.

Pohlic Worke Sec-
retary Mark A, Villars
Deepariment Order 35
sets rules for carrying
oul infrastructure proj-
ects during the corona-
virais pandemic,

The FPhase 2 of
PL.1-billion R-1

the
enhancement  project
covers  the widening
of Parafeque Bridge,
Las Pifias Bridge, and
Wawa Bridge, and the
main carriagevay from
Las Pifias Bridge to Za-
pote Interchanpe.

The 7.2-kblometer

CALAX subsection 5

is 3 242 lang express-
way [rom Santz Hosa,
Laguna to Silang East,
Cavite.

Thewhele CALAX
project, which  costs
P35.43 billion, covers
453 kllometers of ex-
presswary  linking the
CAVITEX from Kawit,
Cavite to the South Ty-
won Expressway (SLEx)

al the Mamplasan In. |

terchange i Blian,
Laguna. The project is
scheduled for comple-
tion by the second
quarter of 2022,

O the P10-billion
C5 South Link proj-
ect, M Booba - said:
“For  Segments  I&3
of CAVITEx C5 Link
where ROW  acquisi-
ten 5 already at 99%
for Segment 3AT con-
n;el:tlné the flyover at
the: Merville side and
Segiment 2 ROW st
£1%, we are still Leon-

ing out some details

VID-19 with the dire
| need 10 keep the econ-

the =ame manth tn 2015,
Imparts drapped 1o 6.1

computer parts, acanigmy bar.g;:lr ehed
: out Emwﬂ: aver spm

periads,

Japan s in a fach-

sical Tecession after a

(CARMONA... from page 1}
ta resume opegation un- - avatlable through online

—_—

dents to sef an appoint-  time between 6 a.m, 1 5

der peneral commumity
quarantine (GO0,

The enline appeint-
mend system aling fo
maintain social diseans-
ing measures ta help
prevent the spread of
| the coranavires disease
201 LCOVITD-15) 2e the
town eases o few lock-
dawn measures,

Samie of the services

oppaintments  includy
the processing of doco-
ments such as Mayor's
Clearance, Mayor’s Fer-
mt, DTT business name
tegistration,  Musicipal
Civll Régistry  docu-
ments, and  building
permits,

While the  Mu-
picipal Health Office
[WHO) advises  pesi-

walk-in clients for out-
patient
derieal
laboratary exanination,
and exhumation pecmit
pracessing,

consaltation,

consultation,

online appistments any-

ment for iransactions
related to sanitary per-
mits and medical cer-
tificates, it will accept

Rossdanls  can  set

P, 2t least 5 dip hefpe
their intendd visi

Watk-in guests il
still be accommidzied,
but those with cnlige
ippointments will ks
prioritized.

Those whe dant
T access to the imey-
mel can proceed o their
respective barangay of-
fices to seta schedule

{CORS... from page 1)

Achinglee Pay-
aran R, who  would
be amaeng those b face
charges for vioating the
Republic Act No. 9711,
ar the Food and Drug
Administration  (FDA)
At of 2009,

The FDA on May 6
isiued 7 pablic advisory
agninst the sile and use
of Linnhua QHngwen Jia-
ooung, saying the drog
“has not gome through
the registration and test-
ing process [of the Rl |

and has nol been szied
with proper sullorizs.
livn in the form of cer-
tificale of preiduct regrs-
tration,"

"Thas, the agency
cannol puaranfee their
quality and safety, The
consumiption  of such
violative  producy may
pose potential danger ar

Njng 2

Cabatingan sald the ten.

Injury if administered” anks have long used the

the advizsory read. warehause for dighwagh.
Police Lt Cal i ing products.

cente Cabatingan, chiaf "It was & [Filipino)

of the Bacoor City go- businessnan who told s

an project  execution
but we fave issued the
letter af award te the
qualified bidder”

On whether thers

would be adjustrients
in the timelinss of the
Projects,  Mr,

help stem the diseage,
The contractars have
Eontiz
said: "'The poidelines of
DPWH are specific 1o

1o Fallow new protacqls
it the jobsite which

changes the prepars.

lice, said by phone fast
May 22 that an anomy-
mous gip led them to the
warchouse inzide Prime
Pacific Unated for Cog-
sartiurn Inc. in Barangay

It was not clear Tow

long the stock of med;-
cines had been there bt

that be was being offered
to buy these medicine
ter cure COVID- 19 Ca-
Beatingan said.

A guick seacch
showed anline markets
selling the unragstered
pillz, mariced with Chi-
rese |sbels, far aboot
P50 abax.

Cabatingan sxid 5t
when they were planning
the undercover operabe
“[the ssllars] told us &2
prepare money ot LS
than #10 milliar.

tion and mabilizatien
time of the propchs
these adjustments hav®
an efect on the tine

line.”
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Filinvest sets
P2.5-B investment
in 2 Clark projects

The Filinvest
group plans to invest
about P25 hillion in
its two large township
projects in the Clark
Corridor  this  year,
notwithstanding  the
coronavirus pandemic
that has muted over-
all appetite for capital
spending this year
The group is de-
veloping the 201-hect-
are Filinvest Mimosz
Plus Leisure City and

the 2B8-ha Filinvest

IMI to manufacture 1'DW-;ZDSt ventilators |

at New Clark Ciry.
Facilities include the
303-room Quest Plus
Hotel, two champi-
onship 18-hole pgolf
courses and two busi-
REss Process oulsour-
(BRO)
buildings.
Through  Filin-

wvest Land Inc., the

cing office

group is adding twao
BPO office buildings
with 34,000 square

meters of gross leas-

ahle area (GLA), a ment to  develop

Uit

EXTRAJUDICIAL SETTLEMENT OF EATATE

NATICL o6 hereby piven the ke gatite al ihe late
HERNAN] FYALTENTE who died imtestae o Aqunl |, 200
il Calamba. Lajpana, consisung of neentm real peperty sissinl
at IMk KN, Lo 2%, Bausia Propeny, Sampaloc o, iy of
Tamsnarifiss, Cavile coatmming an area of Twenly Dive (23sqm )
puate melers, iere or ks by viroe al eed &l Sale pvecuted
by Toriin Repol on 36 Scprembes 2007 nnlanerd bofere aotary
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I wnd anmpg | Byrs in s indivisn cqual shismes on Merch
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COVID-

sirip mall [0 Mimosa
with 5400 af
GLA and o dermitel
At Mew Clark City,

sqm

phase one of the Filin-
vesl Inmovation Park,
which will serve asthe
economic base of the
development, 15 near-
ing completion. Link-
ing these two devel-
opments is the newly
opened government-
built access road from
the Subic-Clark-Tar-
lae  Expressway to
Mew Clark City,
Filinvest Devel-
opment Cocp, (FDT)
alse has 8 25-year

concession agrea-

commercial  assels,

aperate and malntain |
priject Tacilities, and
fit oul o new lerimi-

nal in Clark Interna-

tional Airport, e, grancicoe 18

The group's hokd- expected to slash by 13

ing firm, FOC report- PEreent iy domicp:

ed an attributable net| MM of new renewable

enerpy-based  power

income growth of 23
percent to PLE bil-
lion in 2019, driven
by & revenue growth
of 15 percenl. "The
COVID-19 pandemic | sure s rebound in 2021,

Eeneration capacity at
just 167,000 megawatts,
and clear government

pollcies are key to en-

has put an unexpect- according to the Inter-
national Energy Agen.
cy {IEA}.

The

ed pause lo our 2020
plans' FINC president i
and CEO ]nsephim-l

Yap sald in a disclo- | [EA s3id in o statement
COVID-1% crisis

Faris-hased

|
sure 1o the Philippine

Stock Exchange.

for COVID-19 patients

Ayala-led Integrat-
ed  Micro-Electronics
Ine. ([M1} seeks 1o bring
down the cost of nurs-
ing coronavirus (COV-
1D-19)-afflicted patients
back 1o health by man-
placturing  alternative
ventilators: and  other
breathing aid solutions
in the Philippines,

This is in support of
lhe Philippine govern-
ment's call for the local
sourcing and manufac-
turing of COVID-1%
solutions, IMT szid in a2

press statement Lasy May

18,
Together with its
UK-based

Surface

subsidiary
Technelogy
International  Limited
(ST Led.), 1M1 has ar-
ganized 2 gerles of vir-
tual consultative and
information-sharing
sessions  with medical
exnperts, health practi-
tivners and concerned
povernment  apencies

to explore non-invasive

alternative  ventilatory
stratepies  using  the
Ventara  Continoous

Positive Airwny Pres-

sure (CPAR) device so-
lutbimn,

CPAP isv-a form of
low-cost ventitator that
applies mild air pres-
sure  conlinuously 1o
suppart  patients  with
breathing  difficultics.
The proposed dalution
Is @ non-profl inkliallve
based on an existing
ofl-patenl CFATP system
that has bean medified

Lo aplimlze cxygen con-

sumption.
The Yeniura CPAP
syitern  Is  approves

by the Medicines and

Healthcare Products
fepulntory Apency
(MHRAY Tor wse In|

wis hurting the mnduos-
try worldwide bui not
haling global growth,
Lockdowns  and
physical distancing
MENsures in response

lo COVID-19, aside

the LK. Its design & li- fram supply chain dis-

censed from the Uni. | Fuptions and emerging

versity College London
Hospital (UCLIH} and
Mercedos-AMG  High
Poaw-

ertraing under special

Perfarmance

comditions  particolarly
for uge in COVID-1%
CAR0E.

The praponents in
the UK have granted o
license to IMI to mapnu-
facture the product in
the Philippines,

dilficulties in  finane-
ing. are causing delays
In construction actiy-
ity.

This year's expoct.
ed decline will be the
first time in 20 years,
althauph growth is ey
pected o resume |in
21 when most of tha

delayed PTojects come
onling,

19 slows

dev’t of new
renewable power

capacity

Also, the expecta-
tion of growth is based
on the assumption that
government  policies
thal are supportive of
renewables would con-
timise,

The 1EA said re-
newable power sources
have zo far showed im-
pressive resilience de-
spite the disruptions
and changes caused by
the <oromavirus pan-
demic=their share of
the power generation
mix 15 increasing in
many markeis,

In 2021, the agen-
ey lorecasts that ad-
ditions in  renewable
power will  rebound
ta the level reached in
1019 A big push will
come from the par-
thal commissioning af
two mega hydropawer
projects in China.

“The resilience of
renewable  electricity
o the impacts of the
COVID-19  crisis s
good news but cannok
be taken for granted”
TEA executive direc.
tor Fatih Birol said in 2

slatement,
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PAL
Holdings
losses swell
by 137% to
P10.3B

The operator ol
flag carrier Philippine
Adrlines (PAL) soid is
losses widened by 137
percent in 2019 ax it
wus hit by higher f-
nancing charges for
new planes,

BAL  Holdings
Ine. said in-a stock ex-
change filing last May
20 that Josses fast year
hit P10.31 billion. This
marked W3 third con-
secutive year in the
red and came despite a
slight increase in rev-
enues and lower ex-
penses.

Given an increase
in  pagsenger thcket
sales, PALS revenue Jast
year hit P154.5 billian,
up 17 percent. PAL
carried 16.76 million
passengers in 2019, an
Inerease of 4 percent,
while total roundirips
went up ¥ percent [0
61,396, Expenses were
also down by 3 percent,
partly ss the price of jet
foel went down,

PALS
coits, however,

financing
went
up 1184 percent to F12
bdilion. The company
sald this was due to
added aircraft finonec-
Ing and & change in ac-
counting standards on
its Jease paymenis:
This followed the

adoption of Philippine
Financlal  Reporting
Standards 16 In line
with more  transpar-
ent financial repariing
standards sround the
world,

The rubes affected
how operating lease
copiracts, previoasy
kept off the belance
sheet, were reporied,

PAL  Holdings
ended 2015 with $7 air-
craft, with most of s
Neet under lease. Thase
included 10 Bocing
777-300ERs, sin Alrbus
AJS0-900s, 15 A330-
Joos, 24 AXIL-I5ls,
six A321N, one Airbes

-INNE 13 MED'-I

200s and 10 Bombar
dier DHC 8-400 NG.

PMand
ery have alio been dis-
rupted by the new cofg:
navirus pandemic in
2020, As & resuly, PALS
regular  Mights  have
been suspended since
the middle of March a2
sirict quarantine mes-
sures were amplement-
ed.

PAL sid it was pre-
paring to nestart Mights
“slihough likely on &
much-reduced  scale
of scheduled Mights,
which will gradually
ramp up as demand re-

for  recow-

COVETE.

The
amounts reacling o
maxlmem of PIad

propased

billion being piiched
by the Duterte admln-

istration’s economlc

I team a3 stimulos fund

for COVID-1% re-
sponse are sulflcient
even for those in rural
arcas, nccording o Fie
mance Secrelury Car-
los G, Dominguas,
The eosl of Lhe
stimulus  packnge,
called Phitllpplne Pro-
gram for  Recovery
with Equity and Soli-
darily or PH-Progre-

so, was estimated 1o

range from P130 bil-

| lion 1o P160 billion,
“The

program will be ap-

propelate for the rest
of the year, Domin

sbimulus

guer told = bearlng of
{he Senate commiitec
of the whole, in re-
sponse Lo Sen. lmee
Marcos' comment thatl

the proposed pachage

| may nod be encugh.

For one, “we
atill have the res of
our budger we will

| spend for the ren of

i the year,” Domingues
| satd, noting that only
sbout 25.30 percent
lof the Pa.ietrillion

2020 national budgel

wn aponl during the
fest four months of
2020,

On 1'H-Progreso,

Domingues  painted

oul that the pachape
will ndd an additinnal
P50 billlen In capi-
tal 1o government fi-
Inefitut o
like Land Bank of the
Phlllppines (LBP) and
Develapment Bank of
the Philpypines (DIF)
aslde from some P20
bilan being lufused
Into the unified Fhil-

nancial

ippine CGusraniee
Corp (Philgusrantee).

Domingoer  said
the P70 biliog in ad-
ditionul capital  will
suprport loans estima
vl 1o peach PEOO bil-
llen, aidding thel the
multiplier effect of ev-
ery 'l caplial of banks
H.5-10
while o bigger 12-20
times were gencrated
[y punrantees,

“The P8I0-billion
wiklh  of  activity—
that i the bewt use af

Wi limex,

ovier Tumdy al this time”
Dominguez sald,

The Department
af (DOF),
which oversees Land-
boik, DBP and DMhil.

puaruniee, planned 1o

Tinance

mp the two siate-run

lenders as whilesale
banks that will serve
an red lacotint | iy
agents for smiall- and
medium -wlzed  Danks
a well s micml]-
nance institutions,
Dominguez sald
dolng so will not only
bring money 1o the
couniryside but nlso
uhimalely revive the
natianal connomy.
First-quarter
gross domestic prod-
et alremly shrank by
0.2 percent and the
projonged COVID-19
Inchdown during the
of
220 was expecied o

secomed  guarter

bring the Philippines
inio  recession, wilh
lull-year GDPF sgen
by 2.3
perceni in 2020,

In response, Mar-
cos fold Domingues
that the Dulerte iugl-
ministralfons  plan
the
"Mamagama 997 pro-
gram of his fauther, the
Perd|-

declining

was almilar fo

late  dictaior
nmand Marcoa.
But  Dominguez
replied: *1 was the
wocrctary of agricul
lure that cleaned up
the mes that was left
by “Masagana %5
“There

Wery

——

DomingueZ:
Proposed stimulus
package ‘PH-Progreso

is sufficient

abvestil BOU rural bagy
thit were it ey
ol by (it progrim,
and wir hand 19 rescye
e, 5o whethier |3 (s
i bl suceess or no,
lends 1o e mensape]
pgalnst  that! ey
redont
1o Mareos” atiempl jo

Do bnguies's

prafse her late fntlgs,
Domlngues lajer
iolel roporiers sbow
tha Muarcon diciator-
ships rlee production
progranme “I0 wan s big
headuche—900  rural
banks were bankmup.
ed by (the lime ihe
Mirooses were ousted
in) 1486
Pomingues  hid
werved nx agriculture
wecrelary and  nalu
rescrurees  mine
undler

presldent

rul
lster lorrmer
Coraron
Aguling, wha toppled
Mlarcos out af power
through the pesce
ful 1986 Radsa People
Power Hevolution,

I turn, Mar
eos replicd that b
fathery

2 years of pre-man

mare  than
rule were marked by
"success” In rico €%
portation, to which
Domingues reloried
"W pever exported

rice, bluum,
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As public stays away from hospitals,
Ayala bets on telemedicine,
drive-through services

From  “velemedi-
ane”  of  web-based
modical  consultation
to drve-through diag-
nosdic  services, Avala
Heahhcare  Holdings
s (AT Healthd is
complementing
ecosystemn of hospitals,
diniew, drugstores and
testing laboratorics
with digial and other
innovative  platforms
1o Sight the war against
the oew Comonavires
disease (COVTD-19)

pandem

"AC Health &5 e3-
ger to work together
with the public secior
md other bealth care
wikcholders to fight
COVID-19. This col-
lective effort s neces
sary to address the pan
demic @1 all fronts and
provide much-needed
healih  care services
o communities, AC
Heshth president and

UBX,

UBX, the fintech
arm of Unien Bank of
the Philippines, has
teamed up with e-com:
merce platform Lazada
to offer credit lifeline
to micro, small and
medium ~ enterpriscs
(MSMEs)  grappling
with the coronaviras
[COVID-19) pandem-

K

UHL (hrough 8

chief executive officer
Banle Rormemeo skl
Vigos, AC Healthis
technoliogy
teamed up with Globe
Telecoms 917 Ventures
o create  HealhXNow,
a froe web-based wele
consultation  platform
that connects patkents

arin,

w  doctors  withow
leaving their homes
Christian Besler.
AC Health chief digiral
officer. said at 2 press
briefing Lt May 20that
about 30 docton were
on the platform on any
given dav, including
those who heeded the
Department of Healthis
call for pro bono medi-
cal services amid the
public health erisis
“We hove seen 2
huge
the public in Lerms ol

demand  from

requesting an appomt-
meni and scheduling

{0 32 @ dockal OF spe-

lending marketplace,
Seek(Cap, aima 1o help
more MSMEs - such os
vendors  operaling on
Lazada’s platform — get
sccess o financing.

To date, over 6,000
MSMEs have signed up
on the lendibg markel-
place, with a 300 per-
cent increase in Joans
.lppé'lclnﬂﬂ poated dluit-
ing the first QUATEET,

cinliss like G (general
practitioners),  Beder
il

HealthNow  woukd
soon be integrated Inio
AL Healths oiber gl
tal platforms. By emd
hane, It winshd have mo-
bile applications  that
should enable doctoes
o conduct pasd consul:
tatioing, Besher said

Al of doctoes
will shifi 1o this model
but we will silll keep
some part of the service
aviilable for free ta the
public he said

By the second and
third week of July. Besler
salil the plarforn woull
be integrated with AC
Healihs Generika drug-
siores, thus uabling
medicine  delivery ca-
pablilitics. Toward the
third or fourth quarter,
i would be integrat-
ed into the corporate
health cave facilitien of

UBX announced

I & sldlement,
UBX said i “conmi-
ted o assisl MEMEs
survive and ger back
on iheir feet after he
pandemic” adding that
SeckLup wosild be a "=
1l imstrument jowiids
the achisvement of i

objective”
SeekCap  allows
MSMEs te apply using a

HamilyDox, the group's
one-stop shop for clin-
iefprimary health cane,
diagnostics and phar-
maceutical servioes.

Thus, the group
warald be abdeé b ultl
mately cover “publie
health-seeking  be-
havlisr all the way o
employer-sponsoned
health  care” Besler
added

Raymund  Faul
Dharvioca, general man-
ager af  FamilyDoc,
iaid apart from home
services,  laboratary
and home vaccination
alferings, (he
would svon Introduce
drive-through labs.

“This menns for

group

elderly patients, senior
patients with by perten-
sion and diabetes, you
don't have 1o go down
from your car, wé will
actually extract blood

and wpecimen right a

purely digital platform.
They can camgplete thelr
application amil get up-
dotes on their approvul
pemotely, There i no
necd 1o submil phisi-
cul docoments and ap-
par at @ bank to get 3p-
proved

This platfsrm alo
seedl to allow MSMEs
trapply for a boan prod-
wet tilored to  their

your car wod that will
reduce the [risk] expo-
sure.” Darmoca sald,

By end- Jume, more
than 40 clinics of Fami-
Doc  would  have
medicine delivery oa-
pability in partnetship
with GrabMart.

Meanwhile, AC
Henlths other online
platforms,  such 2
AIDE  (home  health
care  services) and
MedGrocer [medicine
delivery), also serve pa-
tients who need digital
ansd remole oo 1o
care.

AC  Health hns
kept 62 FamilyDoc pri-
mary care and seven
Healthoway  multispe-
claliy clinics open to
serve as lriage polnts
for suspected  COV-
D19 cancs and aleo
for  nen-COVID-19
paticnts, The clinic net-
warl has so far referred

sround 9700 probable
and B.900 suspect cas-
.

FamilyDae  and
Healthway clinies will
also  offer  corporate
testing services by June
I

AC Health has
implemented a testing
progrm utillzding bath
antibody rapid testing
and confirmatory RT-
PCR testing across the
Ayala group.

To address the dif-
fculty that both cancer
putlenits and  oncolo-
gists are facing these
days, AC Health has
mpurpoaed  Health-
way Greenbelt 5 into a
chemotherapy infusion
it

AC  Health haa
partnered with Qual-
imned o convert Qual-
fmed St Ross fnto
a COVID-S refermal
haspital

iazaﬂa team up on SME lending program

peeds, (ncluding financ.
ing for thelr inventary,
payroll needs, expenses
payables, and almilar ac-
Livities.

Losn  appiicationm
theough SechCap  can
be initially approved the

ment take place, Cure
rently, SeekCap offers
business  loans  {vom
PSO000 o PEOO,0OG
with o 2 10 3 percent
maonthily nkerest.
SeelCap conlinues
to bring additional lend-

same day, which means  ers 1o the platform. Pro-

that the docuimenis sub-

gresdive Bank, Unlion-

milted are stlll subject Bank and EON SME
1o Teview, and only untll  Credit Card are among
then will the disbupse. the lenders 1o date,
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Gov't local debts rise to P5.56T in April
at COVID-19 pandemic height

As  gerstal  gp

il b ganeernnaenm
[Fo T, T rrcarveted
i April. ocwrsandng
HOUs wald by the Bo
resn of Tressary b
ther incressed w556
il thist momh
Government  wt
curitics had  become
delectable investmem
media after & string of
suppori maoves made
by the Bangke Sentral
ng Pilipinas (BSP) to
bring more liquidity

i thr fumsanied wetol
el gae OOV i
e
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sury bills climbed to
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Internal  revenue
gligtment (IRA) shares
to be disbursed by the
Depuriment of Bud.
get and Management
(OBM) in 2021 will
rige to PER5S hillion
for 43,647 local gow-
grament units [LGLA),
which were ordered to
alsgny their 2021 spend-
ing plans 1o the national
governments  COV-
10+ 19 response.

Under Local Bud-
pe! Memorandum Mo,
80 issued by Budge
Seeretary Wendel E

DBM orders LGUs
to align bigger 2021 IRA
to COVID-19 response

Avisado last May 19, the
couniry’s B2 provinces
will divide smong thems.
sefves PL59.9 billion |n
IRA shares in 2031,

The 146 cities will
alsg recelve TRA worth
P1599  Dillion, while
TABE  municipalities
will get a larger PL34S
billlsn under the pro-
posed  Pd,18-tiflion
2021 cosh-based nation-
al budgat,

Among 41,913 ba-
rangays, their combined
IRA shares for next year
was P139.1 billion.

Mext  yenrk o
tal 1RA shores will be
T2-percenl higher than
this year's PG48.9 billion.

The indicative TRA
shares for fscsl year
2021 were based on the
cemputatbon of LGU
shares from the Buresm
of Internal Revenues
aciuzl coflection of na-
tional internal revenue
laxzs in T0LA.

The DBM noted
that under (he lww, TRA
funds must "frst cover
the cost of providing
bagic services and f-

cilited. ..
those devolved by the
Department of Health,
Department of Social
Welfare and Develop-
ment, Department of
.qrtul:ure.‘und De.
partment of Bnviron-
ment and Nataral Re-
sources, o5 well ns other
mpencits of the national
government, before ap-
plying the same for oth-
&r purposes,”

Also, LGUs should
sppropriste -in their
yearly bodget no less
than one-filth of their

projects; at leaat § per-
cend for their local di-

saster risk reduction and
mansgement funds; and
ons-fenth of barangays
general fund for the
Sangguniang Kalintaan,
Avisado said “LGUs
wre sdvised to align thekr
development plans, in-
vestment  programs,
and budgets to the eco-
nomic and social recov-
cry plans that may be
adopted by the national

government in relation
to o after the coromavi-

particularly TRA for development rus diseasafCOVID-19

pandemic”

Also, Avisado said
LGUs were urged (0
“align their programs,
projects and  activities
with the priorities of
the mnational povern.
ment, specifically those
embodied under  the
Philippine  Develop-
ment Plan and Public
Irvestment Program for
201720727 rederring to
the Dutarte administra-
tion's mediumn-term so-
cloeconamic and infra-
structure blusprints.

Economic team slashes 2020

The eeonamic =am
has shshed the smount
set agide to build infra-
structure this year sven
2 totl expenditunes on
public poads and ser
vices were jacked up 1o
bettar réspond 1o rthe
COVID-19 crisis.

The lstest projec-
fiona of the Cabinet-lev-
o Development Budge
Coordination Comemit-
feg (DBCC) presented
by Finance Secretary
Culos G, Dominguez
1110 the Senate last May
1% showed that infra-
Mtructure spending for
20 was reduced from
the PBO0.6-billion pro-
Em or 4.1 percent of
Brow domaestic product
b Morch 1o P75
billscary 1K percent of

GDP during iheir May
12 meeting.

This year’s updared
infrastricture  budget
wag below the PLOS
trillion spent by the gov-
crmment |agt yesr.

This wis despits
the DBCC increasing
the 2020 disbursement
progradm (o P4.175 tril-
fon from P416Y il
lion In March, which
Dominguez said “took
into account the releases
for COVID-19 initia-
tives charged 10 savings
comlng from auseriy
masures, aMORE oth-

Ers

On the other hand.
the Department of F
nance (DOF) said in &
sustemment that prekimi:
nary data showed total

1ax callections of the bu-
reatis of Customs (BOC)
and of Tnternsl Revenoe
(BIR) as of end-April
totaled P706.05 billion,
below the P735.08-bil-
bion target for the four:
manth pertod and lower
than the scwal take of
pang 3y billion s year
150

Dominguez none-
theless told  senalos
dhat proposed
bounce-back plan
called Philippine Pro-
gram for Recovery with
Eaquity and Solldarity ot
PH-Progreso  Included
“restarting und scoeber:
sting the ‘Build, Build.
Build progrm, sub-
ject 10 complionce with
minimum safety san-
dasds”

the

“The infrastructure
program remaing to be
the best driver of eoo-
nomic growth becauwse
it s the best multiplies
effects i terms of am-
ployment and  shared
prosperity. It will pei-
oarily fuel our bounce
bade plon and will help
our ECOROMY  FECOvEr
quickly”  Domingues
sakd

The latest Depart-
ment of Budget and
Managemeni  (DBM)
data showed that the
gountry’s two mapor in.
frastructure  agenches
bad been Inflicted bud-
get cuts bn order to fund
dale outs and medical
sesponse amid the pan-
dewmic

Across  all

Iml.

infra budget

crmment  agenciag, the
Depariment of Public
Works and Highways
(DFWH) suffered the
biggest cut of P121.9 bil-
lion, leaving s spend-
ing program for 2020 &t
2 lower P458.9 billion
from P580.9 billion pre-
vicasdy,

The Departmient of
Traruportation (DOTr),
meanwhile, sulfered a
Hulrlhllinn reductbon
in s bedpet.

The DEWH and the
DOTr's lower budpets
seemed out of sync [rom
the eonomic teamly
plan 0 ramp up infra-
structure spending so
that the economy could
quickly  recover post-
pandemic.

Firstquartey o

domestic product {GDP)
declined by 02 percent,
ndmmftnw'iagm
bad said that ome way to
poit @ “V.ghaped™ re-
covery after an ongoing
recemion during the fire
half will be through the
ambitices “Faild, Build,
bl
program, which the gov.
ermment was currently
reviewing to immedi-
sicly pesume the “most
impactful” fagship proj-
acti
Acting  Sacioeco-

nomic Planning  Sec-
retary Kl Kendrick
T Chus said that the
ongoing “Build, Build,
Build” review “will focus
on those (projects) with
highest GDP and jobs
impact”
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food waste
project gets
Japan funding

The joint waste-10-
energy venture of Mal-
ro Pacific Investments
Corp. (MPIC) and Duole
Philippines in South
Cotabato  has  blazed
the trail for Philip-
pine biogas projects o
qualify for a maximum
grant from fapan under
a program to subsidize
low-carbon  technolo-
gies, systems and infra.
structure,

The project
METPower
Partners Holdings Inc

of

Venlure

aims to process organ-
ic froit waste and har-
ness biogas to produce
a 37-megawall aguiv-
alent of clean renew-
able energy and reduce
grecnhouse gas (GHG)
emissions by about
50,000 tons of carbon
dioxide per year

MPIC  said  the
project wos the el
bingas project from the
country 1o be reco
nized as 3 Joint Credii-
ing Mechanlsm {JCM)
Model Project al (he
Minisiry of the Envi-
ronment of Japan. N
would pet 2 maximum
subsidy of 50 percent
of the qualified capital
cosl.

The first tranche
of the JCM subsidy hus
already been reccived,
with further cash dis-
tributions  expecied
from fapan in 2021,

“The Dale Bio-
gas Project is 4 perfect
cxample of a collabo-
ralive  wenturé  that
benelits all stakehuld-
ers—Dole, MET Fower,
the governments al
Japan and the Philip

ploes, and  sliimnie
Iy, the envircnment,
Wiil this 1M Moded
Project  recognitlon,
we hove further vall:
dation of the consid
erable  envirommcn
tal benefll our biogas
plants bring In curh
mg  the  greendouse
wlfect and  copiuring
methane emisiions fop
iltermative Toel e
METPower chlel ex-
ccutive Karim Ciarcla
nard i@ press slole
menk.

This granl conses
al @i apparione Uime
as 1 ostrenglhems the
commitment of iy
venbure too reldm ey
ery single  employee
ard sustakn aperationm
during this challeng
i preriod due to the

pandemic
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gtil?ﬁlus; lbill calls for P20B to test 20M Filipinos

The ELOfOITIC
wimulus Bl filed in
Congress includes an
afincation of P20 hillkon
for mass Lesting for CO-
VID-19 in metropolitin
aress, but the panage of
the bill has been slow
despite the urgent need
frer the measire

Under the Philip-

pine Econmmic Stimu-
lus Act o Fesa, P10 bil-
lian will be allotted for
mats esting this year,
and another P10 ballion
Tier 2021

I &n snling forum
hoited earlier [asi May
1% by the Foreign Cor-
respofdents  Associa-
tign of the Philippines.

Marikina 2nd IMatrict
Stella

cup-aulhr

Representativi
Quimbscs,
ol Pesit, sald the mass
testingg Pumd wos based
un g “rough” esdimale,
based on the cust of
testing 20 milliwn Fili

pimtis twice, using an
antlibody rapid test kil
worth P430 each plus

anather P2 BGillion for
administering the kits,

Muosa fesling Is Im
partanl becouse i will
aaddress the Tear of being
infected By asympiom
W Carpiers

“This

tar that we're talking

fewr  lac

abmt 1% so real The

banis Tor that Tear i

the  phenomemos o
anynipstainalic  Lrans

misslon,”  she  said
il'lrIIIIH l|11."||||||||.|
"lhe  rewson whiy
we have tlis sita o
I wene nob really daing
mass Testingg 5o 1hals
reison fur why we liave
s prawvision i he

Tt Bl that peally dalls

for mass festing”  she
il

Mass testing, she
clarified, does not weean
lesting every single il
[k, Isuin I ineeais et
hig a huge iwsiles ol
Filbpinas B0 an extent
that  cven anyE M
e carplers will alsi b

tesbed



